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© TO THE READER. | 


Tur following Discourse solicits a þrivate 
. audience. It ventures into the world, as my 
friend paſsed through it, silently and without 
observation. Its object is not to exhibit the 
man, but to draw ydur attention to the grace 
of God that was in him.“ In this view, the 
modesty of his character forbids the ostenta- 
tion of funeral panegyric, and the simplicity 
of that Gospel which he profeſsed equally pro- 
hibits it. The Sermon has not been adver- 
zized; not because the Author considered the 
thing i in itself f improper, but in deference to 
the feelings of those who best knew) my 
friend's sentiments, and who consider that he 
would have shrunk from the idea, bad it been 
1 in his e, 


At the same time it seemed desirable that 
the short memoirs of his experience, in his 
last illneſs, should not paſs into oblivion ; and 
especially in that circle where his principles 


[ iv 1” 
were oa known, and ih cha % 
best appreciated. Indeed, it is the Author) 90 
full conviction that the principles of Chris- 1 
tilanity are never better studied, by man- L 
kind at large, than in, their relation to 
conduct, and in their influence on death, 
The means of conviction here are more 
simple and impreſsive, and conxequently | 
better adapted to the generality, than the 
most laboured ded uctions of the scholar, in 
defence of Christianity, however reputable 
to himself or beneficial to a very small part 
of mankind. One instance, of the vital 
power of religion, well made out, carries 
greater authority on. my. mind than the ac- 
cumulated labours of the Vatican, were it 
poſsible that I could poſseſs W of all 
their arguments. 
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A SERMON. 
. i. Chap, xiv. 13. 5 f EIS 


WRITE, BLESSED ARE THE DEAD, WHICH 
DiE IN THE LORD. + - | 


. 7.3 * 
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44 


. are in ng no e e to the 
event which has this day led me to the conside- 


ration of these words: —an event, in whatever 

view you consider it, that claims our particular 
regard, and that ought not to be suffered to paſs 
without the most serious endeavour on our part 


to improve it. l f 


* % 9 


To aſsist you in this endeavour is the sole 


object of the following discourse; and I confeſs 


I have entered on this attempt with the greater 


pleasure, because, in the case of our departed 
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friend, every thing is clear: in his principles, in 
his conversation, and in his end, there remains 
nothing perplexed, nothing to be made out nor 
any thing to be proved. It is a plain unequivocal 
instance of the power of Christianity, whether 
you regard that as a principle of knowledge, a 

fountain and a rule of action or a strong conso- 
lation in death. I Say an instance of the power 
of Christianity: for, it was to the grace of the 


Gospel alone he delighted to acknowledge him- 


self indebted for every thing; and it is to the 


praise of the glory of this grace, and with the 


view of leading others to seek for and prize it 
as he did, that this solemn event is now brought 


| forward: 1 am convinced, from What I have 


been able to collect of his sentiments, had his 


opinion been asked on the best mode of improv- 


ing this occasion, he would have said Preach 


Christ; and, if my experience be thought worthy 


of a place, in connection with that adorable sub- 
ject, let it, I charge you, be mentioned only | 
that Hz may be. magnified, whether it be in my life or 

hath = for, "vo he" to live is Chyist, wad to te 6 


12 2 1”* 


„Philip. i. 20. 21. 
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\ Wars, BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHICH DIE Ti 
THE LORD. | 


+ The paſsage divides itself into two distinct 
propositions—into the 8TaTE Which is here ex- 
preſsed, being in the Lord; and into the hap- 
py 188VE Or CONSEQUENCE of this state—that such 
* are bleſsed in death.“ | 


Let us attentively consider the firs? of these 
points—for, until the state here referred to be 
well understood, we can have no scriptural 
ground to hope, that our departure from this 
world will he &efſsed, either in itself or in its 
final consequences. This single consideration 
is sufficient to shew the importance of the 
subject; but if you consider, in addition to 
- this, the very loose and erroneous manner in 
which this state is conceived of by the maſs 
of Christians, it will, I trust, impreſs you: still 
more strongly with the neceſsity of rightly _ 
understanding it. It is an affecting thought 
that, on the subject of religion, its plainest 
things are but too frequently misunderstood, 
and its weightiest realities the | east r egarded ! 
Hence, on the question before us, what is it 

B 2 


| I 
to be in the Lord? It is thought by one a suf- 
ficient answer, to say, I was born under the 
Christian Dispensation, and therefore I am in 
Christ, and not a heathen.” By another, I 
have been baptized, and therefore visibly ad- 
mitted into his kingdom—of course I am in Christ, 
and regenerated.” By a third person it is plead- * 
ed, J am no extortioner, nor unjust; I am 

punctual in my attendance on Public Worship. 
and on the Sacrament—my conduct, though in 
some shades, perhaps, not exactly what would 
be required by an over strict view of morals, 
is, nevertheleſs, free from any very foul stain; 
and even in those instances where, through the 
unavoidable weakneſs of my nature, I fail; yet, 
placing against these my religious observances, 
the integrity of my transactions with others, my 
almsgivings, and, above all, my goodneſs of heart 
trust there can be no doubt but that, through 
the merits of Christ making up my deficiencies, 
I hall at last be accounted a good Christian, 
and tlie happy.“ There is a fourth claſs of 
people who will tell you, We are no Pharisees 
—we think there is much wisdom in that in- 
junction of Solomon, Be not righteous over much, 
and therefore we are none of those Who lay 


« 


A. 


ET 
any great streſs on conduct, either as it respects 
a rigid attention to religious services or an over . 


that our faith be right, without perplexing our- 
selves about what are called its evidences and 
fruit — we are in Christ, and that is sufficient.“ 


Brethren ! our departed friend had not 80 
learned Christ: he had been taught with St. 
Paul, that the first concern of a sinner, who is 
enquiring what he must do to be saved?“ is, 
that he may be found in him, not having on his own 
righteousneſs. This one leſson lies at the very 
foundation of all experimental Godlineſs. Till 
this be in some measure understood, a man may 
indeed discover something of 4 moral ene, or, 
what St. Paul, in more intelligible language, calls 
the work of the law written on the heart,” 
and in consequence of this may exercise the vir- 
tues of an heathen; but he neither feels nor can 
understand any thing of the ꝓirit peculiar to 
Christianity. I speak here of a spirit peculiar to 
Christianity; and I wish you to lay a particular 
streſs upon this distinction, because it is a spirit 
or frame of mind, that neither ancient heathen- 
im in the groſs, nor heathenism embellished 


scrupulous regard to morals. We think it enougſg 


| 
| 
| 
F 
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by the aids of philosophy, nor modern heathen- 


ism, decorated in the abuse of CA 
ever did or can produce. | | 5g 


eee whit "hl spirit is—it is a spi- 
rit of simple and entire dependance upon ano- 
ther for everlasting life ;—it is a desire of be- 
ing * found in Christ,“ and that in the only 
way in which a sinner can be benefitted by 


him. It is to believe in Him as our sacrifice 
and atonement for sin—to build upon Him as 
our foundation of hope towards God to com- 
mit ourselves and our desperate cause into His 


hands, as our advocate and surety—“ not hav- 


ing on our own righteousneſs,“ but renoune- 


ing it; and that from a complete persuasion 


of its utter insufficiency in the sight of an Holy 
1 = FE 


In this spirit peculiar to Christianity, the sinner 
applies to that Physician of Souls whom the Gos- 
pel proposes, and he does this because he feels that 
he is iat. Like the poor woman who had spent her 


all upon many physicians, and was nothing bet- 


tered, but rather grew worse; he has discovered. 


by that other methods of recovery are not only 


n 

dseleſs, but are in themselves indications of 
he feurful progreſs and strength of the disease. 
e has been happily convinced that © there is 
none other Name given under Heaven by 
© which we must be saved,” that “other 
foundations can no man lay than that which 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ,“ and that this 
is the record that God hath given unto us, 
Eternal Life, and this Life is in his Son: he 
that hath the Son of God hath Life, and he 
+ that hath not the Son of Got hath not Life.“ 


Our friend, now. with God, knew well the 
pyereign virtues of this Great Physician : he 
ad seriously cdunted the cost of building 
dr eternity, and therefore this Chief Corner Stone 
as in his estimation err, precious! He had long 
welt with admiration on this inestimable Re = 
d and at no period with more lively and 

imiting views of its excellence, than in his 
st illneſs. He knew,” not from the Scrip- 

res alone, but from experience, © that the Son ; 
of God is come, and had given him an un- 
derstanding to know Him that js true: and 
he was in Him that is true, even in his Son 


by Acts iv. 121 Corinth. iii. 11—1 John V. II. 12. hh 


* the true God and Eternal Life.” * Under this 


| W ratvation is W or ms Jaw,” 


+, Is ales shewn and distinguished: it leads 


upon resources out of himself—to live upon the 
-  govereign and unmerited bounty of another, to 
acknowledge all his fresh springs to be in Jesus, 
and to realize that rich attainment of poor sin- 


„ me; and the life that I live in the flesh, I 


| live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave Himself for me.” "| May 


change here referred to may n. it is ven 


K 1 J 


0 Jesus Christ, hereby embracing in his faith 
soul-reviving impreſsion he was heard to! say, 


14 * 


Tn this way, the * EO" 10 ales 


its happy poſseſsor to look for and to depend 


ners“ I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in 


God teach us all the same leſson, and enrich u 
1 the same n r 6 | 


| But, See q « If any man be in Christ 
« he is a new creature or creation.” F— This i 
another and an eſsential part of the tate int 
which we, are now enquiring. Whatever tht 


* 1 John v. 20. 85 1 Cal. ii. 20, v 
＋ 2 Corinth. v. an 1 


1 
observable, that St. Paul compares it to the fret 
creation, and that it is ascribed by him, in other 
parts of his -writings, to the same Almighty 
Agency that worketh all in all. New 


" ChnxariON.” —— This is certainly a very strong 


figure, and by far too strong, if his design were 
merely to expreſs the imposition of a new name: 


the name which a man aſsumes by paſsing from 
Judaism or Paganism, to Christianity. For, had 
this only been intended, the Apostle's design 


would have been better expreſsed by saying 
plainly If any man be in Christ he has chang- 
ed his master, he is of a new bect, he is no lotiger 


the disciple of Socrates, of Plato or of Moses, 


but of Jesus Christ.“ This would have been to 
speak intelligibly, and according to the establish« 
ed rules of correct writing and reasoning, to which 
St. Paul was confeſsedly no nee 


105 But, when I hear him say to the Corinthians, 
God who caused the light to shine out of dark- 
4 nels, hath shined in our hearts,” * &.“ we 
are his workmanship created anew in Christ 
2 Jen * won,” POEM I read His af- 


cus. u. 6. | + phes, i 1 and 10. 
C . 


1 16 1 
; fecting addreſs to the Ephesians, © you hath bs 
% quickened who were dead in trespaſses and 


fsins; and, when I consider his most encou- 


8 raging exhortation to the Philipians, 95 mk 


% out your own calvation- with fear and tremb- 
* ling, for it is God that worketh in you to will 
< and to do of his good pleasure,“ *—I ask my- 
self these questions: if the heart be not natu- 
rally darkened and blind, whence the neceſsity 
of creative power to open and enlighten it? If 
the powers of my soul are not held suspended in 
spiritual death, in a death in trespaſses and sins, 
whence the need of Omnipotence to recover and 
quicken them ? And, if it be true, that I can of 
myself and when I will, convert and turn to 
God; by what rules of common sense am I thus 
instructed ?—< It is God that worketh in you to 
* will and to do of His own good pleasure. 


What then is my conclusion? Am I to infer 
that these are words without meaning ? Or, am 
I to consider that these strong and high rheto- 
rical embellishments are intended to expreſs the 
paſsage of a convert from Judaism, &c, to Chris- 
tianity :—or, must I, by adopting either of these 


e 


n 1 


hypotheses, be impelled to conclude that my Bi 


ble, instead of a high way in which the way 

* faring man, though a fool; shall not err,” is a 
labyrinth of confusion, a path and maze of per- 
plexity? I bleſs God, I feel myself reduced to 


neither of these desperate alternatives. I turn to 


our Lord's conference with Nicodemus: I hear 
Him there laying it down as à law of His king- 
dom“ Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” I look farther into 
his discourse and find that, this is a birth not of 


the flesh nor according to any of its princi- 
ples, but of the spirit and from above.“ And 


comparing it with what the Evangelist records, 
in the first of John, when speaking of the very 
different reception our Saviour met with from 
different people of his own nation; I find this 
birth brought forward as the basis of that charac- 
terisfic difference (faith) which distinguishes the 
sons of God. But unto as many as received 
Him, to en gave He power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on His 
Name: which were zorn, not of blood, nor of the will 
* of the flesh,” nor of the will of man, but of God." * 


2, ® Johs iii, 1 and 1=12, 13. 
Pg 


| This explanation of St. John is complete; it 


18 1 


leaves nothing doubtſul either as to the nature or 


tee importance of this doctrine. It evidently sbews 


that the highest act of religion is that of receiv- 
ing Christ: that this act is b, and that faith 
in its origin and saving exereises is itself to be 
resalved, - not into any spontaneous act of the 
natural man, but into that new and e 
varal dien oven . of wen * e 


G 8 infer has aca in as 3 
ereation, extensively considered, there be a co- 


operation on our part, yet that concurrence is not 


self produced, does nat originate from any inde- 


pendent act of the human will: and therefore, 
to represent man as a free agent aſsisted.“ is 
confounding nature with grace, dispositions with, 
faculties or powers ia completely to subvert the 
Apostle's axiom, It is God that worketh in you 
to will and to do of His good en 

N ng l 11 90 f ; 

8 — — the A 
ing analogy between the first and the sec 
creation > in that, the things which were made 
clearly evinced His eternal power and godhead— 
light, harmony and use sprang out of darkneſs 


; 


2 
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Sl 
and confulaien in thit, „Old things are paſsed 
away, and behold ! all things are become new.“ 


The new creature © walks, not after the flech. 
but after the spirit, his members that before 


were instruments of unrighteousneſs, unto iniqui- 


ty, are now yielded up and consecrated to God. 


His body, in its powers and uses, he congiders 
not bis own, but bought with a price;“ and 
therefore he presents it daily as a living sacri- 
* fice, holy and acceptable to God.” * His con- | 
versation is in Heaven, tit is chiefly occupied 
upon heavenly things or with a view to them :— 


aecording to the strictest truth, with his nergh- 


bour; but it is walking with God,“ as Enoch 
did, © walking before Him in integrity,” as did 
Abraham : it is maintaining and realizing} a daily 
sense of His presence, and holding a secret and 
spiritual intereourse with Him: —it is in one word, 
to © live soberly, and righteously aud * in 
* this pen} world.” * 
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Tf the netting view of this doctrine required 
new proofs or any additional confirmation from 


"TS IT 


[ 20 ] 
example, the instance of ourdeparted brother might, 
with strictest reason and propriety, be referred 
to. No man had a more just or a stronger con- 
viction of the importance of this doctrine: nor 

was it with him a matter of sentiment merely. 
Its practical influence on his tempers, his conver- 
sation and general habits was (I will not say in 
the highest degree exemplary, for the modesty 
ol his character forbids all exceſs of praise) - but 
certainly it was such as his cotemporaries in this 
congregation will recollect with pious emulation, 
his younger brethren with reverence, and even 
their children be referred to with every token of 
respect that should accompany the © memory of 
the just,“ and that proves it to be © bleſsed.”_ 


I proceed now to our Second Point, which 
was to consider the happy iſsue or consequence of 
being in this state that such are © bleſsed in 
*'their death.” | b 


| Warr, Br55zD ARE THE DEAD WHICH DIE IN 
THE Lond. 1 | 


| To illustrate this a little it will be neceſsary 
to bring to your recollection some of those inte- 


[ 21 ] 

resting views which the Scriptures give us of the 
death of believers, These will perhaps account for 
the pleasure that good men sometimes expreſs in 
the contemplation of this subject; and it may 
serve also to correct a too common mistake, that 
the habitual consideration of death, as an event 
in prospect, must cramp and enfeeble the neces- 
sary exertions of life and be utterly incompatible 
with its true happineſs. With a man who has his 

® portion in this life,” who neither expects nor is 
prepared for any felicity beyond the grave, this 
may be the case—indeed, I do not see how it can 
be otherwise and therefore I am, not surprised 
at the different expedients that are employed to 
banish from the mind every aſsociation, or, where 
4 this is impracticable, to weaken and destroy every 
impreſsion made upon it by this awful subject 


2 of f ; | 
in but to believers, to those who are in Christ,“ 
and in consequence of this union are become ne- 
creatures,” these expedients are not neceſsary. 
IN 


| „Death,“ saith St. Paul to all such, * is yours;“ 
it is your advantage; and therefore, instead of 
shrinking from the prospect with horror, and con- 
sidering death only as an enemy, you are to re- 
gard it as holding a place in the list of your pri- 


ary 
e 


i = 3 


"vilogwor—or, if nature will still consider it an 


enemy, you are to look upon and approach it as 
an enemy disarmed, / and'to** thank God who 
Or us | was throughiour OW TR 


+: Mirot.- 4 Death is bleed to the Christian 
because it is the Iabourer's rest and the weary man 
Sleep—in dying he rests from his labours 
« there the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
« weary are at rest.“ Stephen in dying * fell 
asleep; and we find this idea applied generally 
to the state of departed believers—* for them 
* that sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” 
In the present world, the condition of the Chris- 
tian is a mixed one, it is more or leſs marked by 
labour and sorrow. He has a great work to do, 
in © working out his own salvation with fear and 
e trembling,” —in mortifying sin, in overcoming 
the world and in honouring That holy Name by 
which he is called. He ces and hears much that 
« yexes his righteous soul: in the wise appoint- 
ment of his Heavenly Father, he mer much 
that afflicts him; and in the daily experience of 
s he finds continual cause for © heavineſs and 

* when reviewing the unfruitfulneſs and 


„5 
discovering the treacheries of his own heart. But 
these exercises will not last always. After this 
day of labour and sorrow,“ the Christian shall 
rest in the evenm: like the first martyr, he shall 
find repose on the bed of death, and after having 


slept his sleep shall rise, not like the poor labour- 


er who awakes to new cares, but to a state of 
unmixed and undisturbed felicity forever! 

How welcome was this repose to our dear de- 
parted friend But few men had a larger share 
of those trials which arise from constitutional in- 
firmity. Seldom through the course of a life nearly 
lengthened out to the age of man, did he enjoy 
health without some considerable alloy of pain 
and languor. But it was in this way, and bleſsed 
be God he well kneweit! his Heavenly Father 
was gradually and most graciously preparing him 
for Himself. On the Thursday morning before 
his death, he said to two of his children, who 
were expreſsing their affectionate solicitude about 
his health. Oh! how earnestly have I prayed 
this night that my release might be signed! 1 
have trod many a weary step, but I am draw- 
* ing near my journey's end, and that's a com- 
fort to a traveller.“ On the morning of his dis- 

D | 


2 

solution and whe ppb nearer to kk cot: 1 
his prospects became still brighter, and he spake 
of his deceate in terms of uncommon animation 
and triumph. Amongst other excellent things, 
he said Now. Lord, lettest thou thy servant 
« depatt in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy 
* salvation! I never thought that my death bed 
would be 80 happy! Oh! I cannot tell half 
4 what I feel! Now is my salvation nearer than 
then I first believed yes it is, it isl Oh! what 
cause ſor thankfulneſs have I and you all but 
God forbid that I should have any spiritual 

_ * pride, for I am a poor sinner saved IF the 
Nt ls nM Ae | IJ 
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But anda: . The 18 0 of such is bleſeed,” 
because it is the captrve t deliverance. The present 
state of believers is comparatively a state of cap- 

tivity: for though the Christian is the + Lord's 

free man, and is happily delivered from the 
bondage of guilt and the dominion of concupi- 
cence; he is nevertheleſs still“ in the body.” Wt 
FThis corruptible body preſseth down the incor- 
* ruptible spirit, and is for this, amongst other . 
reasons, called by St. Paul '* the bondage of cor- \ 
ruption: jt impedes and hinders the soul in its 
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bevenly race ;-it contracts and holds in its exer- 


tions, when it would expand and embrace the 


fulneſs of God ;* and it throws weights on the 
rising destres, when the mind would disentangle 
itself from earth, and ascend to the source of its 
felicity. It was on these accounts that the apos- 
tle, in the 5th to the Romans, confeſsed himself 


_ wretched and prayed ſor deliverance. Owretch- 


ed man that I am, who shall deliver me from 
4 the body of this death! But in the death of 

the believer, this conuptible is put off, the anare 
that entangled the soul is broken, and the captive 


"I ee and u, . 


Much eee UI. 


1 dis oſten imfirmities,” jt, was well 


known to himself that the happineſs af the soul 
does not always nor principally depend on the 
temperament of the body ;—and it was in his cage 
often manifest to others, by the sweet cerenity 
that beamed ſrom and enlivened his counte- 
nance, even when emaciated and pal lid through 
the gradual but visible decay of his constitution. 
Often, in the midst of all. as he found this house 
of God to be the gate of Heaven! but oh! 
92 | | 


1 26 


of enjoyment have been „ on the first 
moment of his release from his earthly prison? 
He seemed indeed to anticipate this on the even- 
ing, and but a few minutes before the time, of 
ee benen bog t 14 1694 


To one of his an who ahaod, weeping 
at his bed and enquiring how he was, he replied 
earnestly—* very well! my poor body is weak, 
e but what a happy creature shall I be, 9 
= WM countleſs . of ee d 4 * 


Thirdly. © The death of the righteous is 
bleſsed,” because it is to them the soldiers victory. 
It must have appeared, from what you have 
already heard, that the Christian's life is a war- 
fare, a © fight of faith“ as well as a © way of 
pleasantneſs and a path of peace.“ Nor is this 
difficult to be accounted for. He has an active 
and powerful enemy to contend with, who is 
daily lying in wait, seeking to devour him. He 
has thrown off his yoke, and taken the Lord's side 
against this adversary. This is the true ground 
of the quarrel, and the daily eause of those spi- 
ritual conflicts which disturb the peace and en- 
danger the safety of the Christian. He finds that 
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although his adversary has lost the citadel of the 


heart, he has still a party within, that favour 


his interests. But in death the conflict will be 
elosed, and our e Salad VP, in 
victory. . SITY RE 


This victory over death and every foe was 


greatly felt and discovered by our friend in his 


last hours. With the Apostle he could say, O 
death where is thy sting! O grave where is 


thy victory!” Then, clasping his hands toge- 


ther with energy and triumph, he added, — 
thanks be to God who giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Glory be to 
e the Father, Glory be to the Son, Glory be to 
the Holy Ghost.“ And, as if anxious to com- 
prehend all duties in one, and to seal with his 
dying testimony the highest privilege of be- 
1 he continued“ make * of ne 
« hy The a of 1 as are © in his 
Lord” is bleſsed, because to them it is the hezr's 
entrance to glory, | to the complete enjoyment of 
the purchased poſseſsion.“ The believer is an 
heir of God through Christ; he is born to an 
* inheritance incorruptible, undefiled and that 


(71 
a fadeth not way.” But the peßteſien of this 
Inheritance is yet distant, it is ® laid up in-Hea- 
ven for him.” While therefore che Christian is 
at home in the body, he is absent from the 
Lord.“ He has indeed the earnest of chis in- 
heritance now, but he is not yet come to the rest 
which the Lord his God hath spoken to him of 
he must go over Jordan, to poſseſs the good land. 
The complete fruition is after death. It was this 
glorious prospect that animated the hopes of St. 
Paul, when he desired to © depart and to be with 
Christ.“ He well knew that after death, and 
especially after the resurrection, the whole man 
Shall be glorified, and called up to inher#for- 
ever. * Beloved, it doth not yet appear What 
« we mall be; but we know that when He shall 
appear we shall be like him, for we shall see Nm 
«3s he is. Write,” therefore, © Bleſsed are the 
dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth 
I gaith the spirit, they shall rest from their labours, 
*und neee follow them. COLES 
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Wat mow remains e the be- 
provement of this solemn yet pleasing event 16 
ourselves. Let us then learn to enimutr the vulur 


of principles iy fir influence on death. This conaide- i | 


i ® 1 
ration will be my apology, should one be at all ? 
neceſsary, for having said 80 much on the subject 
of principles, in the former part of this discourse. 
It is. of the last importance to know what those 
doctrines are which lead to bleſtedusſs in, death; 


for it must be obvious to every considerate hearer, 


that whatever fails you þere is not worth hving 


Rest aſsured, my Brethren, the Gogpel of 
Jesus, known in its scriptural purity and felt in 
its sanctifying and transforming influence on the 
heart and life, is the only rod and staff that will 
support you, in your paſsage through this dark 


valley. Every thing else will infallibly desert 


you. This alone is the path to victory. Nor i this 
the solitary and feeble testimony only of the man 
who addreſses you. The suffrages of every age 


stand forward in support of this truth. You are 


*. encompalzed with a cloud of witneſses. Let 
euch therefore, who consider principles indiffe, 
rent. provided the man be sincere, reflect seri- 
ously on what they. have now heard. It is not 
every principle, however sincerely believed, that 
will stand the shock of diſsolut ion. Saul of Tar- 
sus er believed that he * to have done 


n 
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| 6 many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Na- 
zareth:”* but will any reflecting man who hears me 
say that, he would think himself saſe in appear- 
ing before God, with a sincerity like that ? 1 appre- 


. not.  Consider therefore u what E908 believe. 


Not is this all. . Faith worketh by love? 


2 We love,“ the Apostle tells us, is the fulfil- 


ling of the law.“ Take heed therefore how 
you hear. Religion is no farther valuable to 
us than it is operative. Vou will do well to con- 
sider this point as illustrated by St. James, in the 
case of Abraham. Seest thou how faith wrought 
with his works, and by works was his faith 
made perfect.” + May the dying testimony of 
our departed friend, accompanied by the power- 
ful influence of the Holy 1 n this = 
to EVE heart? wh 5 Jl 


Ne We i in | fact tive nothing so much to 
regret, in the death of our brother, as our own 
indisposition to improvement. The call of this day 
is loud and distinct to this congregation. The 
living example of our friend is no more. We 
| hive lost this, and that i is ang ects Bug let 
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ur endeavour to repair his hoſs. , May you, his | 
eldet>brethren, whoohave. long delighted to walk 
within iri the ways of Zion, recover to us what = 
ve havt᷑ all lost. in the lovely order of his attend- 
ance in this house of God, in tlie exemplary hu- 
mility of his carriage, in the affectionate fidelity 
of his friendship, in his benevolence to the dis+ 
treſsed, in the ardour of his zeal for the progreſs 
af experimental religion, and inſthe generakand 


unnbated care which: * NO , 


brethren! Ynigt9gIng. 113c0h 9) en ditt 
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19. T'rejoice in Linaig that W een 
whoowBh-in These reapecta, lay theme es put 
for the consolation of a bereaved and deeply-af. 
flicted congregation. And let it be their encou- 


ragement; in this labour of Jove, and under all 
lle inſirmities of their declining yeaps, to recol- 
Jeet that; their dear and aithſul . companion is 
entered into his rest, and that e g e 
* is Hearer has WI they first believed”; * 
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Much W hh to the 0 of this 
congrogathen.; There are however some leading 
ideas, in the character of our departed friend, that 
must not be omitted. In his example, his licht 
was rather clear and Steady than overwhelming 


1 
5 and murvellbus. His' zeal was equally removed 
= gem the indifftrbnge of the formalist and the 
fieteeneſs: of the bigot. His Christian affection 
was tempered by u holy and jealous watchfulneſs 
{1 over/the walk of his brethren. His attamments 
14 in grade were' rather the effect of growth, tlian 
the hasty and immature productions of impulse. 
Ffie fruits were in their season; and the general 
dourbel of his life was directed mòôre by the con · 
Hint presenee und authority f truth upon the 
mind, than by the floating uncertainties offbari- 
ous opinion or the vehement warmth of particu- 
8 lar-ocqagions 2 it was! in a Word the path of 
_- bes just 'whith/Mineth/ more) and mort to ſhe 
4 | 4pettectdaye” b9i512't = 10 noitglo-no: e 10 
hne T6113 9d $f 1% bn i. Hoiisg gu batoift 
Let theimpteBioiy of sudh'id character any 
young frieiids, sink deeply into all your (minds! 
that Walking in the steps of is faith; you 
may cönttibüte your share in fepuiring his loſt; 
and being planted in the house of the Lord, 
you may like him flourish in the courts of the 
= house '6f our God, still bringing forth frult in 
„old age: to'hew chat che Lord is üpritht: he 


| 16 our rock, and there is no utirighteormeſs in 
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But there is one reflection more that preſses 
upon my mind, and awful as it is, I cannot dis- 
miſs you without giving it utterance. It is this. 
In the death of the unbeliever (for he also must 
die!) every thing is reversed, is the very opposite 
to what you have now heard. Did we say that 
« death is the sleep and rest of the true Chris- 
tian? The dying unbeliever, instead of retir- 
ing to rest and sleeping in Jesus, awakes for the 
first time! Like Dives he slumbers away the in- 
estimable hours and opportunities of life, nor 
seems aware of the event that must follow, on a 
course of impenitence, till like him he * lifts up 


* his eyes in torment,” and takes a dispairing 5 


survey of the irretrievable wretchedneſs of his 
condition! Is death to the Christian * the cap- 
tive's deliverance?” To the impenitent, it is a 


deliverance into the power of the tormenters! . 


To him, death, in the place of victory, is an en- 
tire and an everlasting defeat! Far from intro- _ 
ducing bim to an * inheritance,” it cuts him off 
from every thing here, and leaves him bereaved _ 

and destitute forever! Brethren! I solemnly 
and most POE * vou, THINK ON 
THESE THINGS ! 3 | 
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